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Candidate Positions on Issues of Importance to Nebraska's Jewish Community and Our Neighbors

Metropolitan Utilities District (M.U.D.) Board
Tanya Cook
1. Older neighborhoods often have older utility infrastructure and may have residents who are least able to absorb the costs and disruption associated with its failure. How should MUD prioritize replacement and modernization of aging water and natural-gas infrastructure across its service territory?

I believe MUD must prioritize infrastructure replacement using a risk-based approach that addresses technical urgency alongside resident vulnerabilities:

· Gas Infrastructure: We will phase out legacy cast-iron mains, focusing first on areas with high leak frequencies or soil conditions prone to corrosion.

· Water Infrastructure: I support targeting capital improvements on aged water mains experiencing high break rates, while coordinating closely with city paving schedules to minimize neighborhood disruption.

· Neighborhood Equity: Subdistrict 5 includes older residential areas where residents live on fixed or lower incomes.  I will continue to ensure proactive capital investments to try to prevent catastrophic main breaks that cause severe local financial and structural damage.

2. MUD has committed to replacing lead and galvanized service lines throughout its service area, with disadvantaged communities and areas with concentrations of children among its priorities. What should the Board do to ensure that the pace and financing of this work protect the households at greatest risk without creating additional financial burdens for them?

To execute our Lead Service Line Replacement Program effectively without placing additional financial burdens on vulnerable families, I will push the Board to:

· Maximize Outside Funding: Pursue non-ratepayer funding through the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund, federal infrastructure grants, and state allocations.


· Minimize Out-of-Pocket Costs: Ensure replacement—remains completely free to property owners and renters.

· Provide Immediate Protection: Continue distributing certified lead-filtering pitchers and testing kits to households while they await line replacement.

3. Should MUD formally consider environmental justice—including income, age of infrastructure, public-health vulnerability, and historical patterns of investment—when prioritizing capital projects? Why or why not?
I support the continued incorporation of environmental justice principles in MUD’s capital planning process:

· Data-Driven Planning: MUD should overlay public health risk, median household income, and infrastructure age into our capital priority scoring.

· Preventing Disparities: Accounting for these factors ensures our investments prevent service disparities between urban core neighborhoods and new developments.

· Fulfilling Our Core Mission: Factoring environmental justice into our decisions directly aligns with MUD's duty to provide safe, reliable, and equitable utility service to every customer-owner we serve.

4. How would you balance the need for major investments in aging water and gas infrastructure with keeping essential utility services affordable, particularly for low-income households and seniors on fixed incomes?

To balance critical system upgrades with affordable utility rates, I will advocate to:
· Utilize Smart Financing: Use long-term, low-interest municipal debt to spread the cost of multi-decade infrastructure assets across the generations that benefit from them.
· Support Rate Assistance: Enhance energy and water assistance programs, seasonal rate protections, and flexible payment plans for seniors and low-income households.
· Drive Operational Efficiency: Leverage technology and coordination with local municipalities to keep project costs down.

5. Jewish tradition teaches that communities have a responsibility to protect human life and that public burdens should not fall disproportionately on those with the least ability to bear them. How would these or similar principles inform your decisions about infrastructure investment, environmental impacts, utility rates, and the equitable distribution of costs and benefits across the communities you serve?
My governance decisions regarding rates and infrastructure will always be guided by stewardship, equity, and a fundamental duty to protect human life:
· Fair Rate Design: I will advocate for rate structures and fixed fees that protect basic residential water and heating needs from bearing an unfair cost burden.
· Prioritizing Health & Safety: I view public health initiatives—like lead mitigation and gas leak prevention—as essential duties, not options.
· Equitable Distribution: I will work to ensure infrastructure spending and construction impacts do not fall disproportionately on lower-income or historically underserved neighborhoods.


6. Antisemitism and leadership: Antisemitism can come from across the political and ideological spectrum. What responsibility do elected officials have to recognize and speak out against antisemitism, including when it comes from members of their own party, political allies, or supporters? 

As an elected official, I believe it is my fundamental responsibility to stand up against hate speech and prejudice wherever it appears:

· A Universal Standard: I will call out antisemitism and bigotry whether it comes from political opponents, party allies, or my own supporters.

· Upholding Integrity: Good governance requires actively protecting religious and ethnic minority groups and ensuring everyone feels safe in our community.



7. Israel and the Jewish community: Israel is an important part of the organized religious, cultural, and communal identity of most Jewish Nebraskans even while holding a wide range of views about Israeli government policies. How do you approach conversations about Israel and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in a way that respects both legitimate political disagreement and the concerns of Jewish constituents about antisemitism? 

When engaging in conversations regarding foreign policy and community identity, I commit to active listening, nuance, and mutual respect:
· Respecting Diverse Views: I recognize that Jewish Nebraskans hold a wide range of perspectives on Israeli government policies while sharing cultural and religious ties to Israel.

· Fostering Open Dialogue: I am committed to open, respectful conversations that prioritize constituent safety, civil rights, and community understanding

8. Community security: Jewish institutions and other houses of worship have faced increased security concerns in recent years. What role do you believe elected officials should play in helping communities feel safe while preserving an open and welcoming civic environment? 

I believe elected officials must play an active role in supporting public safety while keeping our civic spaces open and welcoming:
· Agency Coordination: I will help facilitate strong communication and partnership between local utilities, public safety agencies, and local houses of worship or community centers.
· Welcoming Environments: I support public safety measures that protect vulnerable institutions without turning community spaces into unwelcoming fortresses.


9. Community harmony in a polarized environment: Political rhetoric can contribute either to division or to mutual respect. What responsibility do elected officials have to avoid language that stereotypes or scapegoats religious, racial, ethnic, immigrant, or other communities, particularly during campaigns? 
Public officials set the tone for public discourse, and I take that responsibility seriously:
· Rejecting Scapegoating: I firmly reject any campaign or political rhetoric that stereotypes, scapegoats, or marginalizes religious, racial, or immigrant communities.
· Modeling Civility: I am committed to modeling respectful engagement across political differences to help build trust in our community.


10. Relationships across differences: How would you build relationships with Jewish and other faith and minority communities—including communities whose members may disagree with you politically—and ensure they have meaningful access to you if you are elected?
Effective governance requires staying accessible and listening to every community I serve:
· An Open-Door Policy: I will maintain an open-door policy so constituents always have a direct way to reach me, regardless of their political background or how they voted.
· Collaborative Action: I look forward to continuing to work with diverse community groups on the issues that affect us all—utility affordability, reliable infrastructure, and public safety.
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